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Self-sampling: Progress Overview, 2018-2019 

Progress in numbers: (July ‘18 – May ’19)  

Herring Mackerel Blue whiting TOTAL 

Period July/Aug/Sept 
2018 

Oct/Nov 2018; 
Jan/Feb 2019 

Feb/March 
2019 

~8 months  

No. vessels 7 7 
7 

1 7 

No. trips 43 25 
25 

6 99 

No. hauls 
sampled 

73 37 
42 

16 168 

No. fish 
sampled (lt & 
wt) 

7882 4189 
4862 

1893 18,826 

No. trips with 
scientist on-
board 

1 2  
1 

1 
 

5 



Self-sampling: Progress Overview, 2018-2019 

Progress mapped: (July ‘18 – May ’19)  



At the end of this phase we aim to have 

1. Shown that industry can be relied upon to provide quality biological 
data useable for assessment (focus) 

 

2. Used the knowledge to design and implement an efficient, less 
demanding, sampling programme that all the pelagic vessels will 
engage with. 

 

3. Have a destination in ICES for the data  (the ‘RDBES’) 

 

4. Hopefully –join Scottish data with other countries pelagic fleets doing 
self-sampling, such as Norway, Netherlands, Denmark. 

 

5. Become recognised as industry leaders for this initiative  

 Benefit from that and engage in other data collection initiatives that add value (e.g. 
acoustic mapping) 

 



important impacts  
from this year 



Fish growing faster but not reaching as big (little ones 
heavier, big ones not so heavy) 
 

Measured L-W 
 

Predicted 
mackerel 
weight 
(Weight = 
0.03*L^3.29) 
 

1. Marine Scotland acknowledging the value 



2. Establishing a clear line of sight from 
sampling to data application 

TAC 



TAC 

Regional Database 
Estimation System  (RDBES) 



3. Marine Scotland open to discussion on industry 
sampling (leaning? toward partnership approach) 



4. Recognised leaders - momentum on 
Industry-Science agenda in ICES 

 Workshop on Research Roadmap 
for mackerel (WKRRMAC) 

 

 Workshop on Industry-Science 
Initiatives (WKSCINDI) 

 

 Science ethos and stakeholder 
engagement in ICES 

https://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication Reports/Expert Group Report/Fisheries Resources Steering Group/2019/WKRRMAC/WKRRMAC Report 2019.pdf
https://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication Reports/Expert Group Report/Fisheries Resources Steering Group/2019/WKRRMAC/WKRRMAC Report 2019.pdf
https://www.ices.dk/news-and-events/news-archive/news/Pages/WKSCINDI.aspx
https://www.ices.dk/news-and-events/news-archive/news/Pages/WKSCINDI.aspx
https://www.ices.dk/news-and-events/news-archive/news/Pages/WKSCINDI.aspx
https://www.ices.dk/news-and-events/news-archive/news/Pages/WKSCINDI.aspx
http://www.ices.dk/news-and-events/news-archive/news/Pages/Science-ethos-and-stakeholders%E2%80%99-engagement-in-ICES-advisory-processes.aspx
http://www.ices.dk/news-and-events/news-archive/news/Pages/Science-ethos-and-stakeholders%E2%80%99-engagement-in-ICES-advisory-processes.aspx


WKRRMAC Actions (May 2019) 

 

6. Further extend the winter acoustic survey time series 
and contribute ship time and researchers to these 
efforts. Action: national fisheries institutes and 
academics  

 

7. Build mechanisms to incorporate industry sampling 
of biological information into the formal stock 
assessment process Action: ICES and fishing industry 
scientists (workshop planned 2019)  

 



WKSCINDI (June 2019) 

Key recommendations 

 

(1) establish standards and guidelines for industry data collection initiatives, their quality assurance 

process, and the pathways to making the data useful to ICES, 

(2) evaluate the utility of self-sampling data from industry for enhancing scientific knowledge and 

providing data for stock assessments,  

(3) provide a testcase of the Regional Database and Estimation System using industry derived data,  

(4) consider specific applications of industry-derived data in current assessments and opportunities 

for continuous development of assessments based on new data streams.  





  SPFA 
     SCOTTISH PELAGIC  

        FISHERMEN'S ASSOCIATION 
  Focus this year 

1. Up to 10 vessels by November mackerel and hopefully 2 more in the near 
future. 

2. Data sharing agreement / MoU with MSS 

3. Data comparisons/ QA checks 

4. Review/ planning meeting for fishermen 

5. Paperless  

6. Steps on the pathway to ICES database 

 

 


