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ICES Catch advice for 2020 
Advised 

TAC 

Figures 
based on 

Compared to  
2019 Advised TAC 

Compared to  
2019 Catch 

estimate 

418,649 t 
(A-fleet) 

9% MSY approach 
(F=0.24) 

0% 0 t -100% 
MSY approach  

(F=0) 

17% 8,064 t 17% MSY approach 
(F=0.266) 

North Sea herring 

Western Scotland herring 

Irish Sea herring 

38% 

http://ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication Reports/Advice/2019/2019/her.27.3a47d.pdf
http://ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication Reports/Advice/2019/2019/her.27.6a7bc.pdf
http://ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication Reports/Advice/2019/2019/her.27.nirs.pdf
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  North Sea Herring – ICES Advice 

ICES advice on fishing opportunities 
 
ICES advises that when the MSY approach is applied, catches in 2020 should be no more than 431 062 tonnes, which 
includes 418 649 tonnes for the A-fleet. 
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  North Sea Herring 

 A-Fleet: 38% increase in advised TAC for 2020 (418,649 
t, F=0.26)  (=9% increase in agreed TAC) 

 EU-Norway management not agreed following recent 
advice (ICES, 2019c), so advice based on MSY 
approach.  

 Recruitment – lowest in 2015 and 2017, better in 2018 

 

 Quality of the assessment 

The SSB has been estimated to be at a higher level for a number of years compared 
to the previous assessment (e.g. 16% higher for 2017). The 2019 assessment was 
particularly sensitive to the inclusion of the 2018 data from the herring acoustic 
survey (HERAS). The quality of the survey was evaluated and considered 
appropriate.  The observed revision in the assessment cannot be fully explained but 
will require further scientific investigation.  
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  West of Scotland & Ireland Herring (6a,7bc) 
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Latest advice 
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Quality of the assessment 

 Big change in perception following benchmark in 2017 due to change in how acoustic survey data 
treated.  In Oct 2019 a workshop on acoustic surveys during spawning will take place, and the Irish 
Sea will be looked at alongside, 6a herring and others. 

 



Western horse mackerel 

Atlanto-Scandian herring 

20% 

Advised 
TAC 

Figures 
based on 

Compared to  
2019 Advised TAC 

-11% 

2% 

-42% 

NE Atlantic mackerel 

Blue whiting 

10% 

Compared to  
2019 Catch 

estimate 

-32% 

-20% 

-24% 

418,649 t 
(A-fleet) 

9% MSY approach 
(F=0.24) 

0% 0 t -100% 
MSY approach  

(F=0) 

17% 8,064 t 17% MSY approach 
(F=0.266) 

North Sea herring 

Western Scotland herring 

Irish Sea herring 

38% 

ICES Catch advice for 2020 

Widely distributed stocks 
 (advice: 1 Oct) 

http://ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication Reports/Advice/2018/2018/mac.27.nea.pdf
http://ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication Reports/Advice/2018/2018/whb.27.1-91214.pdf
http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication Reports/Advice/2018/2018/hom.27.2a4a5b6a7a-ce-k8.pdf
http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication Reports/Advice/2018/2018/her.27.1-24a514a.pdf
http://ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication Reports/Advice/2019/2019/her.27.3a47d.pdf
http://ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication Reports/Advice/2019/2019/her.27.6a7bc.pdf
http://ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication Reports/Advice/2019/2019/her.27.nirs.pdf

