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Our five challenges 
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End-of-Life fishing gear 





Singe-Use Plastics Directive* 

• Adopted 5th June 2019 

• Only considers gears containing plastic  

• Extended Producer Responsibility scheme (collection 
+ transport + treatment + awareness raising) 

• Fishers / artisanal producers not ‘producers’  

• Harmonised standards for circular gear design 

• National collection targets (view to EU-wide target) 

 
* Directive (EU) 2019/904 on the reduction of the impact of certain plastic products on the 
environment 



UK position 

The UK commitment to 
implementing the Single-
Use Plastics Directive is 
now dependent on the new 
government 

As a result, Defra thinking 
leading up to purdah is  
provided for context only 



The way forward – lessons  

• Indicative findings - Seafish ports and net 
manufacturers survey  

• DG-Mare workshop (2nd July 2019) 



Concluding remarks 
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