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WHAT IS SUSTAINABLE AQUACULTURE?

• Words – definitions, meanings, interpretations
• Actions – who are the actors, what do they do?
• Understanding – working towards a shared vision
• Demonstrating – sustainability – ‘proving’ it – measuring, communicating 
• Some conclusions – on the way forward
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Detailed research into a sustainable approach to UK 
finfish aquaculture – 35 expert opinions
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Challenges and solutions

CHALLENGES

Environmental issues must be minimised, mitigated, managed

Poor communication, negative public perceptions, low trust

Social licence fails to recognise positive contributions of aquaculture

SUGGESTED ACTIONS

Produce a clear definition for the UK

Government to recognise sustainable practices, boosting social licence

Industry to have a clear vision of their journey towards ever greater sustainability

Industry, Govt and civil society to publish clear messages about sustainability
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Some conclusions

A 
sustainable 
approach

Participation 
and 
engagement

Governance 
matters

Food 
production

Assurance 
mechanisms For shellfish


