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Spatial Design in 
The Crown Estate
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Established by an Act of parliament in 1961.

We are responsible for management of a 
diverse portfolio across England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland, to create lasting and shared 
prosperity for the nation.

We are the managers of, and play an active role 
on the seabed around England, Wales and 
Norther Ireland, including offshore energy, 
marine aggregates, cables and pipelines.

We also manage around half of the foreshore, 
the area between mean high and mean low 
water.

The Crown Estate – who are we?
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How have we leased the seabed?

• Different sectors have historically worked in 
different ways.

• The Crown Estate has undertaken different 
degrees of spatial design in the different 
sectors.

• In all cases we will consider areas of 
resource, areas of exclusions, and areas of 
consenting or conflict risk.

• We have obligations as a public authority 
under the Habitat Regulations and, where a 
leasing activity constitutes a plan, will be 
required to undertake a plan level HRA.
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Round 4
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Goals
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Constraints Model

• Uses relevant data layers to characterise the sea 
area in terms of favourability.

• This includes:

• Fishing activity (MMO Fishing Intensity Data 
Layer);

• Navigation intensity;

• Environmental data;

• Visual sensitivity;

• Recreational usage.

• The Data Layers are weighted, before being used 
in the model to define areas of higher or lower 
favourability.

https://www.thecrownestate.co.uk/media/3331/tce-r4-
resource-and-constraints-assessment-methodology-report.pdf
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Region refinement

• Refines the outputs from the constraints 
model into more coherent areas.

• Refined on the basis of stakeholder dialogue 
and consideration of consenting constraint.

• These areas were taken forwards into the 
commercial tender process.

• Information on the regions, including analysis 
of potential fisheries interactions, were 
provided to potential bidders to inform site 
selection.
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Results

• Following the commercial tender, preferred 
projects were announced.

• Six areas selected as preferred projects, now 
subject to plan-level HRA.

• Total potential capacity of just under 8GW.

• Following completion of the plan-level HRA 
any projects offered an agreement for lease 
will enter the planning process.
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Looking to the future
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The Crown Estate and Offshore Renewables

• Our role;

• The ambition;

• Our approach;

• The revised approach

• Taking an active role in site selection

• Engagement informs decisions;

• We will engage with our stakeholders

• Data informs decisions;

• We will commit to using the best available 
data and evidence

• The Offshore Wind Evidence and Change 
Programme
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Questions?


