
Overview of DiscardLess: 
Aims & Objectives 
Consider project outputs (re DAG agenda) 
Science-Policy conference for closing of H2020 Discardless project. 



• European fishermen should operate without discards, aiming to; 

• the gradual elimination of discards of commercially exploited stocks 

• encompasses a subset of the catch only, whereby many species will still be legally 

discarded.  

• This policy will thus lead to less discarding rather than discard-free fisheries.  

• DiscardLess will provide the knowledge, tools, and methods required for the successful 

reduction of discards in European fisheries.  

• DiscardLess will work through collaborations between scientists, stakeholders and policy 

makers to support and promote practical, achievable, acceptable and cost-effective discards 

mitigation strategies, and to make the EU landing obligation functional, credible and 

legitimate. 

  

The collaborative approach of DiscardLess will ensure that the developed tools, information 

and strategies will provide relevant, acceptable and cost effective means with a wide uptake in 

society which will result in the achievement of the goals of the landing obligation. 



http://www.discardless.eu/discardless-overview 



WP3: review best programmes to 
assess the most successful and 
identify best practices.  Provide 
fishers with economic model to 
assess both selective and economic 
impact of using more selective gears. 

WP4: formalize fishers’ knowledge into 
the understanding and modelling of 
where and when to fish, making best 
use of most recent tools and models for 
fine-scale mapping of behavior to 
understand changes created by the 
landing obligation. 

WP8: aims to be an effective vector of 
knowledge transfer with the DMS 
toolbox being an important product. 



Here you get an overview of landings or discards described by available 
data through indicators & knowledge of DiscardLess partners. 

Skippers, owner/skippers & shore based managers took part in semi-structured 
interviews with resultant stories provided by report and video 

Will consider the Selectivity Manual in more detail later 

Based on case studies in Iceland, North Sea and Bay of Biscay; 
• Report on onboard handling solutions  
• Cost benefit tool to estimate investment and operational costs & likely economic 

returns 

Through range of modelling and mapping tools, display how species are distributed 
in space and time. (in some cases – outputs packaged in web-based applications) 

WP6: deals with how unavoidable, unwanted catches (UUC) can be utilized once they have been landed. 

Bioeconomic model projections of potential economic outcomes of the LO for selected case study fisheries 

DMS Toolbox 



The intention is to make fishermen, net 
makers and fisheries managers more aware 
of possible modifications that are achievable 
to suit their selectivity requirements. 
 
• Describes the different stages of capture 

 
• Highlights how different parts of gear may 

influence selection 
 

• Identify possible changes which can alter 
the selectivity of the gear 

 

Selectivity Manual (& Fact Sheets) 



Series of factsheets developed to highlight potential effects of gear 
modification that have been trialed throughout the project area. 

















Many pointed out project finishing to soon. 
 
ICES stated; 
• they were more confused based on what had been presented  
• No shared views within groups 
• trying to reconcile the unreconcilable 
• However, so much energy & goodwill within these communities, things will move 
 
WWF commented that the focus should be to look to avoid. 
 
NGO’s remain concerned about; 
• Limited uptake of initiatives – 8% of available money has been accessed 
• Lack of direction 
• Use of “uplift” increasing mortality 
• Look to compulsory REM 

Conference closing comments 



I would suggest that the project has provided the knowledge, tools and methods 
required for the successful reduction of discards. 
 
It is now up to others to utilize the knowledge, tools and methods as a wide 
uptake will help achieve the goals of the landing obligation 

• DiscardLess will provide the knowledge, tools, and methods required for the successful reduction of 

discards in European fisheries.  

• DiscardLess will work through collaborations between scientists, stakeholders and policy makers to 

support and promote practical, achievable, acceptable and cost-effective discards mitigation strategies, 

and to make the EU landing obligation functional, credible and legitimate. 

  

The collaborative approach of DiscardLess will ensure that the developed tools, information and 

strategies will provide relevant, acceptable and cost effective means with a wide uptake in society which 

will result in the achievement of the goals of the landing obligation. 

Reflection on Project aims and objectives 


