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Scallop revenue dependent vessel overview 



Total annual landings (tonnes) of king scallops by UK vessels according 
to the proportion of vessels’ annual fishing income from king scallops.  
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81-100% 61-80% 41-60% 21-40% <21%

% of annual fishing income from King Scallops 

Most UK king scallops are landed by revenue-dependent vessels.  
(vessels earning over 60% of annual fishing income from king scallop landings) 



Leavers and joiners: previous year and subsequent year activity of vessels joining 
and leaving the scallop revenue-dependent group, including low activity vessels, 
2008-2017. 
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The group of vessels 
classed as “scallop 
revenue dependent” 
changes each year 

depending on vessel 
operators’ choices of 
what and how to fish. 



Number of UK scallop revenue-dependent vessels by length category, not 
including low activity vessels (annual fishing income all species <£10K).  
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The number of 10-15m scallop revenue dependent vessels more than 
doubled between 2008 and 2017. 



UK scallop revenue-dependent vessels total KW per length group, not 
including low activity vessels (annual fishing income all species <£10K).  
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The total KW power in the 10-15m scallop revenue dependent vessel 
group increased considerably between 2008 and 2017. 



Proportion of total dredging days at sea by revenue-dependent vessels 
of different length groups.  
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The share of fishing effort for scallops by 10-15m vessels surpassed that 
of 15-20m and over 20m vessels in 2014. 



Proportion of total king scallop landings by revenue-dependent vessels 
of different length groups. 
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The share of scallop landings caught by 10-15m vessels surpassed that of 15-
20m vessels in 2015, but over 20m vessels continued to catch the largest share. 



Fishing Effort 



Total annual dredging days at sea by scallop revenue-dependent vessels, 
not including low activity vessels (annual fishing income <£10K).  
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Total scallop fishing effort by revenue dependent vessels decreased in 
2017 after increasing steadily from 2011 to 2016. 



Total dredging days at sea by UK scallop revenue-dependent vessels, by 
ICES area 2013-2017. Areas not included in this figure due to negligible 
effort recorded were 4c, 5b, 7b, -c, -g, -h, -j, -k, and 8a, -d. 

11 

Between 2016 and 2017 fishing effort shifted away from the North Sea, 
west of Scotland and Irish Sea to the English Channel and Celtic Sea. 
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Pressure maps showing areas of concentration of dredging days at sea by 
UK scallop revenue-dependent vessels, 2014-2017. 
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Fishing effort has 
remained highest 
around the Isle of 
Man and off the 
south coast of 

Cornwall in recent 
years. 



King Scallop Landings 



Total annual landings of scallops by UK scallop revenue-dependent 
vessels (not including low activity vessels), 2008 to 2017. 
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Total scallop landings decreased slightly in 2017 after remaining fairly 
steady between 2014 and 2016. 



Landings of king scallops by UK scallop revenue-dependent vessels, by 
ICES area 2013-2017.  

15 

 -

 1,000

 2,000

 3,000

 4,000

 5,000

 6,000

 7,000

4.a 4.b 6.a 7.a 7.d 7.e 7.f

Sc
al

lo
p

 L
an

d
in

gs
 (

to
n

n
e

s)
 

ICES Area 

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

Scallop landings increased in the central North Sea, English Channel and Celtic 
Sea between 2016 and 2017, more than doubling in the English Channel. 



Productivity (fishing efficiency) 



Total annual landings of scallops and dredging days at sea by UK scallop 
revenue-dependent vessels.  
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Both scallop landings and dredging days at sea decreased between 
2016 and 2017. 



Average landings per KWDAS by UK scallop revenue-dependent vessels.  
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Productivity, measured by catch rates, has declined since 2012. 



Productivity (fishing efficiency) by ICES area 



Productivity (landings per kWDAS) per ICES area 2013-2017 by UK 
scallop revenue-dependent vessels. 
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In 2017 landings per unit effort (LPUE) increased most notably in the 
North Sea and the English Channel (7d). 
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Maps showing average landings of scallops per dredging day at sea, by 
ICES sub-rectangle, for UK scallop revenue-dependent vessels (all lengths), 
2014-2017. 
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Between 2016 
and 2017, fishing 

productivity 
shifted away from 

the English 
Channel to the 
northern North 

Sea and west of 
Scotland. 



Economic Performance 



Total annual fishing income (all species), operating costs and operating 
profit of scallop revenue-dependent vessels (values adjusted to 2017). 
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The increase in total operating costs for scallop revenue dependent vessels in 2017 
outweighed the increase in total fishing income for these vessels, resulting in a 

decrease in total operating profit in 2017. 



Average annual king scallop price and average annual UK fuel price for 
fishing vessels (values adjusted to 2017). 

24 

0.00

0.10

0.20

0.30

0.40

0.50

0.60

 -

 0.50

 1.00

 1.50

 2.00

 2.50

 3.00

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 A
ve

ra
ge

 f
u

e
l p

ri
ce

 (
£

 p
e

r 
lit

re
) 

A
ve

ra
ge

 s
ca

llo
p

 p
ri

ce
 (

£
/k

g)
 

Year 

Scallop Price (£/kg) Fuel Price (£/litre)

The increase in fuel price between 2016 and 2017 may explain some of the 
increase in total operating costs for scallop revenue dependent vessels in 2017. 



Appendix: Supplementary Figures 



Scallop revenue dependent vessel overview 



Number of vessels in each category of revenue-dependence, not 
including low activity vessels (annual fishing income <£10K).  
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Number of vessels (excluding low activity vessels) that spent different 
numbers of years (not necessarily consecutive) as scallop revenue-
dependent vessels from 2008 to 2017.  
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Total years spent as revenue depending scallop vessel 



Total dredging days at sea by UK vessels according to the proportion 
of vessels’ annual fishing income from king scallops. 
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Number of UK scallop revenue-dependent vessels by vessel power 
group (KW), not including low activity vessels (annual fishing income all 
species <£10K).  
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UK scallop revenue-dependent vessels average vessel KW per length group, 
not including low activity vessels (annual fishing income all species <£10K).  
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Fishing Effort 



Total annual hours at sea by scallop revenue-dependent vessels, not 
including low activity vessels (annual fishing income <£10K).  
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Seasonal variation in dredging days at sea, in 2008, 2011, 2014 and 2017.  
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Total dredging days at sea by UK scallop revenue-dependent vessels, by 
ICES area in 2008, 2011, 2014 and 2017. Areas not included in this figure 
due to negligible effort recorded were 4c, 5b, 7b, -c, -g, -h, -j, -k, and 8a, -d. 
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Pressure maps showing areas of concentration of dredging days at sea by 
UK scallop revenue-dependent vessels, 2008, 2011, 2014, and 2017. 
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King Scallop Landings 



Landings of king scallops by month in 2008, 2011, 2014 and 2017, by UK 
scallop revenue-dependent vessels.  
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Landings of king scallops by UK scallop revenue-dependent vessels, in 
2008, 2011, 2014 and 2017, by ICES area.  
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Productivity (fishing efficiency) 



Average scallop landings per dredging day at sea by UK scallop revenue-
dependent vessels. 
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Average estimated landings per dredge per day at sea by UK scallop 
revenue-dependent vessels. 
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Total landings per dredge per hour at sea, UK scallop revenue-
dependent vessels. 
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Productivity (fishing efficiency) by ICES area 



Productivity (landings per dredging day at sea) per ICES area in 2008, 
2011, 2014 and 2017 by UK scallop revenue-dependent vessels. 
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Productivity (landings per kWDAS) per ICES area in 2008, 2011, 2014 
and 2017 by UK scallop revenue-dependent vessels. 
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Productivity (landings per dredging day at sea) per ICES area 2013-2017 
by UK scallop revenue-dependent vessels. 
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Landings of king scallops, dredging days at sea and landings per day at 
sea in Area 6a, West of Scotland.  
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Landings of king scallops, dredging days at sea and landings per KWday 
at sea in Area 6a, West of Scotland.  
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Landings of king scallops, dredging days at sea and landings per day at 
sea in Area 7a, f & g, Irish and Celtic Sea.  
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Landings of king scallops, dredging days at sea and landings per KWday 
at sea in Area 7a, f & g, Irish and Celtic Sea.  
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Landings of king scallops, dredging days at sea and landings per day at 
sea in Area 7.d.e & h, English Channel.  
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Landings of king scallops, dredging days at sea and landings per day at 
sea in Area 7.d.e & h, English Channel.  

53 

0.00

0.02

0.04

0.06

0.08

0.10

0.12

 -

 2,000

 4,000

 6,000

 8,000

 10,000

 12,000

 14,000

 16,000

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 La
n

d
in

gs
 p

e
r 

K
W

d
ay

 a
t 

se
a 

(k
g/

K
W

D
A

S)
 

To
ta

l l
an

d
in

gs
 a

n
d

 d
re

d
gi

n
g 

d
ay

s 
at

 s
e

a 

Year 

Landings (tonnes) Effort (DAS) LPUE (kg/KWDAS)



Landings of king scallops, dredging days at sea and landings per day at 
sea in Area 4b,c, North Sea.  
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Landings of king scallops, dredging days at sea and landings per KWday 
at sea in Area 4b,c, North Sea.  
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Landings of king scallops, dredging days at sea and landings per KWday 
at sea in Area 4a, northern North Sea. 
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Landings of king scallops, dredging days at sea and landings per KWday 
at sea in Area 4a, northern North Sea.  
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Maps showing average landings of scallops per dredging day at sea, by 
ICES sub-rectangle, for UK scallop revenue-dependent vessels (all lengths), 
2008, 2011, 2014, 2017. 
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Under 10m scallop revenue-dependent vessels: number of vessels, 
average landings share (2008-2017), landings per dredging day at sea, 
and landings per KW day at sea (excluding low activity vessels).  
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10-15m scallop revenue-dependent vessels: number of vessels, average 
landings share (2008-2017), landings per dredging day at sea, and 
landings per KW day at sea (excluding low activity vessels).  
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15-20m scallop revenue-dependent vessels: number of vessels, average 
landings share (2008-2017), landings per dredging day at sea, and 
landings per KW day at sea (excluding low activity vessels).  
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Over 20m scallop revenue-dependent vessels: number of vessels, 
average landings share (2008-2017), landings per dredging day at sea, 
and landings per KW day at sea (excluding low activity vessels).  
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Economic Performance 



Average value (income) per day at sea from king scallops by revenue-
dependent vessels (values adjusted to 2017). 
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Total annual fishing income, operating costs and operating profit of  
under 10m scallop revenue-dependent vessels (values adjusted to 2017). 
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Total annual fishing income, operating costs and operating profit of  
10-15m scallop revenue-dependent vessels (values adjusted to 2017). 
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Total annual fishing income, operating costs and operating profit of  
15-20m scallop revenue-dependent vessels (values adjusted to 2017). 
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Total annual fishing income, operating costs and operating profit of  
over 20m scallop revenue-dependent vessels (values adjusted to 2017). 
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18 Logie Mill, Logie Green Road, Edinburgh EH7 4HS 

TEL +44 (0)131 558 3331   FAX +44(0)131 558 1442  seafish@seafish.co.uk 

For more information on this analysis, including methodology, please see 
the second edition of the 2016 UK king scallop dredging sector report: 
 
https://www.seafish.org/media/Publications/2nd_Edition_Scallop_report_
FINAL_Dec2017.pdf 


