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• Kingfisher is a team within Seafish

• Formally Kingfisher Charts Ltd & founded by Tess 

Johnson – a former fisherman – in 1960s

• Working with fishers for over 60 years

• Over the past 20 years, predominantly focussing on 

delivering fishing safety services

The Kingfisher team



1. Project Summary

2. UK Fishing Restriction Data Collection

3. Fishing Plotters

4. Website Functionality

5. Future of the Service

UK Fishing Restrictions Project



Project Summary



What’s the Problem?

390
Marine Protected Areas

>1000
Fishing Restrictions

15 
Authorities

• Understanding fishing 

restrictions in UK waters is 

highly complex

• Overlapping areas of restrictions 

from various legislative bodies to 

navigate

• MPAs do not directly correlate 

with fishing restrictions



What’s the Problem?

There is no consolidated spatial dataset detailing 

all fishing restrictions for UK waters in a format 

which is easy to understand and can be used on 

multiple plotter systems. This makes compliance

with the law very difficult.
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navigate
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• “Too many websites with information buried too deeply”

• “Just can’t find it, it’s usually buried in 100's of pages of lawyer speak”

• “A one-stop-shop [is needed] … with restrictions in layman terms”

• “[Regulator] websites are a mine field to get round and find what you need”

• “I find it difficult as I have to go through all the restrictions to see which ones 

apply to me”

• “About time this was done!  Long overdue.”

What did fishers say?



Scope and Approach

Fishing Restriction Mapping Project 
Aims to address the problem of complex unmapped UK fishing restrictions by offering a 

consolidated UK wide dataset of all fishing gear restrictions 

Our Approach
Focus on providing a simplified gear focussed view of all current commercial fishing 

restrictions in UK waters in a format which is easy to understand and can be used with 

confidence

Project Deliverables
A mobile friendly website with an interactive map, and fishing plotter datasets distributed via 

USB and available to download 

Fully Funded 

Initial phase was fully funded by the EMFF and MMO



Project Aims

Answer the question 

“Can I fish here?”

• Location of all fishing restrictions

• Facilitate compliance with regulations

• Promote sustainable fishing practices

Data 

collection from 

all devolved 

admins

Database QA 

and QC

Stakeholder 

engagement 

and approval

Develop 

website and 

plotter datasets



Data Collection



INITIAL ESTIMATES

• Project planning estimated 120 restrictions

• However, there are > 1000 restrictions

DIFFICULT TO COLLATE

• Various authorities using different data formats and schemas

• Not all restrictions had been mapped in GIS

• Data not ready to use with plotters

COMPLEX

• Overlapping byelaws

• Legal-ese difficult to interpret

• Seasonality, vessel sizes, and gear specifics

Fishing Restrictions Data



Data Update

All marine regulatory authorities within the EEZ have contributed their data: 

o Marine Scotland

o MMO

o DAERA

o Welsh Government

o Isle of Man Government

o All 10x IFCAs

Everyone has bought into the project 

and worked with us to provide their 

data and verify its accuracy



Website: KingfisherRestrictions.org



Website demonstration

1. Homepage

2. Quick filters

3. Advanced filters

4. Interactive map and pop-ups

5. Options to print, share and download

6. Plotter downloads

7. Other pages – Guide, FAQs, Regulators



kingfisherrestrictions.org/



kingfisherrestrictions.org/quick-start-guide



kingfisherrestrictions.org/about-us



kingfisherrestrictions.org/regulators-and-management-authorities



kingfisherrestrictions.org/regulators-and-management-authorities



kingfisherrestrictions.org/downloads



kingfisherrestrictions.org/fishing-restriction-map















Detailed Filters

Midwater trawl

Bottom trawl

❑ Pair trawl

❑ Otter trawl

❑ Beam trawl

❑ Vessel size

❑ Vessel power



Fishing Plotter Systems



Fishing Plotters

Plotters don’t offer the same functionality as a web map and are limited in the 

information which can be communicated. 

Minimal approach for simplicity

• Simple line on a map

• Reference code which states the restricted gear

• Gear codes from FAO are used (printed guide provided)

• Designed to be used in tandem with the website



Sodena plotter example



Maxsea plotter example



TIMEZERO plotter example



Olex plotter example





Example of codes used

Fishing Plotters





What now?



1. Website hosting and maintenance

2. New restrictions or updates are being incorporated 

into the database and website

3. Promotion of new restriction via the Kingfisher 

Bulletin app.

4. Developing ideas for ‘phase 2’ ahead of 

stakeholder engagement.

Now



Further development and continuation:

1. Annual release of updated plotter data

2. App development and greater use of alerts

3. Temporary/voluntary restrictions and closures

4. More technical detail and/or habitat information.

5. Possible to incorporate:

• Technical measures?

• Species restrictions?

6. Stakeholder engagement.

The Future



“
“…invaluable to our members as they seek to interpret and understand 

the myriad of rules and regulations which directly apply to them.”

“…represents a useful resource to our members.”

“…brings transparency to the regulations, to know where they apply, and 

make what is a rapidly growing and complex set of rules easier to follow.”

“…invaluable help for the fishermen. It will assure an easy access to the 

relevant information from an unique entry point.”

“The website and associated plotter files will be of great assistance to 

them [fishers] and others.”



Thank you

Matt Frow

Matthew.Frow@seafish.co.uk


