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UK Gear Forum

Purpose: convene a new UK Gear Forum, bringing together industry, 

government and the research community, to discuss and progress a range of 
key activities in support of a central Aim.

Aim: to advance sustainability (economic, environmental and social) in all wild 

capture fisheries through the lens of selective gear innovations.



Operational 

context



Outline terms of reference

Buy-in Structure Collaboration

Customers and

products
Delivery focus



Guiding principles Principle 1:

Bycatch and 
fish carbon

Principle 2:

Blue carbon 
and benthic 

habitats

Principle 3: 

Net-zero 
transition

Principle 4:

Circular gear 
management



Outline work themes

Theme 1: 

support an evidence-
based policy framework

Theme 2:

disseminate research 
findings and good 

practice

Theme 3: 

develop fit-for-purpose 
training resources

Theme 4: 

sustainable production / 
use / EOL management 

of fishing gears*

Theme 5:

annually convene a UK 
conference

*includes aquaculture equipment


