
 

 
NEWS RELEASE  
 

8 June 2012 

 

English traditional coastal fisheries make plans for future generations 
 
In a world first this week, and coinciding with World Oceans Day, a partnership of 

retailers, suppliers, NGOs and the fishing industry is launching a unique project 

targeting the future sustainability of England’s traditional coastal fisheries.  

 

Project Inshore will – for the first time – map all of these fisheries together and provide 

sustainability plans for each of them, helping to secure seafood supplies from these 

traditional boats for this and future generations. 

 

Small, coastal fishing boats, or the ‘Inshore Fleet’, make up nearly three quarters of 

England’s fishing fleet. The rich array of seafood they serve up also presents unique 

scientific challenges for fishery managers. Relatively small landings per vessel, with 

varying market demand from one day to the next, make it hard to attract investment for 

scientific research.  

 

Ministerial support 

Fisheries Minister Richard Benyon said: “The inshore fishing fleet is vital to our local 

communities in both the value they add to the economy and the jobs they provide. That 

is why it is so important that they can continue to fish in a profitable and sustainable 

way.  

 

“This project should help to ensure that our inshore fleet can continue to flourish, that 

fish stocks are managed sustainably and our marine environment is given the protection 

it needs.” 

 

About Project Inshore 

The new project, led by Seafish, the industry authority, will use assessments based on 

the Marine Stewardship Council Standard for sustainable fishing to produce tailored 

sustainability reports for every fishery around the English coast– around 7,000 boats. 

These will provide a roadmap that highlights best practice and provides an independent 

evidence base to attract targeted investment in further scientific research.  

 



For some of the fisheries, this project may offer the opportunity to enter full assessment 

for MSC certification. For others they will have a clear plan to enable – in time – all 

English inshore fisheries to work towards the benefits of third party certification offered 

by the MSC.  

 

Collaboration of industry and NGOs 

The funding for this £500,000 project comes from a diverse range of sources and was 

made possible only through the unique partnership between them and the other 

partners supporting the Project Inshore:  

 

 Marine Management Organisation (MMO) and   £360,000 

European Fisheries Fund (EFF):       

 Sustainable Fisheries Fund:     £40,000   

 Industry (Seafish, UK retailers and processors):  £90,000 

 
Other partners in the project include the Marine Stewardship Council, Shellfish 

Association of Great Britain (SAGB), Seafish and Seaweb’s Seafood Choices. 

 

By pooling resources, this delivers efficiencies that may otherwise be out of reach. The 

core aim of the project is to understand the status of the inshore fisheries, to ensure that 

stocks are being managed sustainably and that the marine environment is protected.  

 

Ends 

 

Notes to Editors: 

 

About the partners 

For more information about each of the partners in Project Inshore, please visit their 

websites: 

 

European Fisheries Fund http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/eff/index_en.htm 

Marine Management Organisation www.marinemanagement.org.uk 

Marine Stewardship Council www.msc.org 

Marks and Spencers http://corporate.marksandspencer.com 

New England Seafood www.neseafood.com 

Sainsbury’s www.j-sainsbury.co.uk 

Samways Fish www.samwaysfish.com 

Seafish www.seafish.org 

Seafood Holdings www.directseafoods.co.uk 

Seaweb’s Seafood Choices www.seafoodchoices.org 

Shellfish Association of Great Britain www.shellfish.org.uk 

Sustainable Fisheries Fund www.resourceslegacyfund.org 
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For further information on this release contact: 

Dani Sewell, Seafish press office  

T: 01472 252 321 

E: d_sewell@seafish.co.uk  

 

Stephanie Robertson/Jennifer Butler 

Weber Shandwick 

T: 0131 556 6649 

E: srobertson@webershandwick.com / jbutler@webershandwick.com  

 

OR  

 

Toby Middleton, Marine Stewardship Council  

T: 0207 246 8915  

E: toby.middleton@msc.org 

 

Jon Harman, Development Director, Seafish 

T: 0131 524 8652 

E: J_Harman@seafish.co.uk  

 

 

Background information 

Seafish was founded in 1981 by an Act of Parliament and aims to support all sectors of 

the seafood industry for a sustainable, profitable future. It is the only pan-industry body 

offering services to all parts of the industry, from the start of the supply chain at catching 

and aquaculture; through processing, importers, exporters and distributors of seafood 

right through to restaurants and retailers. 

 

Seafish is funded by a levy on the first sale of seafood landed in the UK. Its services are 

intended to support and improve the environmental sustainability, efficiency and cost-

effectiveness of the industry, as well as promoting sustainably-sourced seafood. These 

services include technical research and development, responsible sourcing initiatives, 

economic consulting, market research, industry accreditation, safety training for 

fishermen and legislative advice. 

 

www.seafish.org 
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