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What is an IFCA?
Duties

• The IFCAs responsibilities are to achieve sustainable inshore fisheries, and to protect 
the marine environment via conservation objectives

Membership

• Councillors from constituent local councils

• General Members

• 3 Members appointed by Statutory Authorities





IFCAs duties in EMS and MCZs 

• IFCA’s must exercise their functions which are relevant to
conservation, so as to secure compliance with the requirements
of the Habitats and New Wild Bird Directives*

• IFCA’s must seek to ensure that the conservation objectives of
any MCZ in the district are furthered**

*The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2018
**s.154 Marine and Coastal Access Act, 2009



How MPA management 
measures are introduced
• In the UK, the approach to managing MPAs is based on the protection of the

designated features. There is a process of risk assessment applied to all the
activities occurring in the site against the conservation objectives for the features.

• The process for developing management measures considers a risk assessment
for the designated features and implements management measures which
satisfactorily protect these features. This does not mean a complete ban on
certain activities (e.g. fishing), but it does mean management and mitigation is
required when the conservation objectives are considered at risk.

• The marine environment is a dynamic, frequently data-poor space and there can
be substantial uncertainties in the evidence base underpinning the management
of sites necessary to achieve their conservation objectives.

• The underlying legislation is important. For example, designation of MCZs can
consider social and economic factors, but the site selection of EMS is based
solely on nature conservation grounds. The Conservation Objectives and advice
of the SNCBs is significant.



Participation in Decision Making

• Bringing many sources of information and perspectives to bear in the
management of MPAs, is seen as key to building consensus amongst
stakeholders, and the optimal management of the fishing activities within
MPAs.

• Defra’s revised approach to fisheries management in MPAs is intended to
ensure that, management measures are identified for high-risk features,
and additional fishery management measures for the conservation of the
sites are put into place when required. The revised approach has resulted
in detailed risk assessments and mitigating management implemented
around the UK particularly in inshore waters around the UK.

• Evidential phases, pre consultation and consultation as well as direct
representation are all opportunities to engage



A Revised Approach 
Vulnerability of EMSs features to different 
gear types



Areas within IFCA Districts 
where BTFG is restricted

Kingfisher | Fishing Restrictions mapping 

service for fishers | Seafish

https://www.seafish.org/about-us/news-blogs/kingfisher-launches-fishing-restrictions-mapping-website/
https://www.seafish.org/about-us/news-blogs/kingfisher-launches-fishing-restrictions-mapping-website/






Summary

• IFCAs are systems of co-management and local democratic 
governance

• IFCAs have duties to further the conservation objectives of 
MPAs

• IFCAs seek to balance the needs of fisheries and the protection 
of the marine environment

• Industry and wider stakeholders have an important role in 
supporting  the evidence necessary to adequately manage 
MPAs. 



Thank you  

Robert.clark@association-ifca.org.uk
http://www.association-ifca.org.uk/marine-protected-areas

https://twitter.com/AssociationIFCA

mailto:Robert.clark@association-ifca.org.uk
http://www.association-ifca.org.uk/marine-protected-areas
https://twitter.com/AssociationIFCA
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